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FIDO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE EITHER APPROPRIATE OR 
USEFUL TO HAVE UPCOMING AMENDMENT FOR ADDITIONAL 250,000 
TONS OF WHEAT/WHEAT FLOUR SIGNED IN WASHINGTON DURING 
MINAG'S UPCOMING VISIT. FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS ARE 
PERTIENT: 

(A) WHILE WHEAT MAY BE AN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT, 
EGYPTIAN MINAG IS IN NO WAY CONNECTED WITH GOE SUPPLY 
FUNCTION. NEITHER FAHMY NOR MIN TRADE/SUPPLY, BOTH OF 
WHOM MAY BE EXPECTED TO WANT TO GARNER SOME PUBLIC 
CREDIT FOR THE AGREEMENT, WILL WANT A MINISTER TO 

SIGN WHO HAS NO POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE SUBJECT AND HAS IN NO WAY BEEN INVOLVED IN PAST 
AGREEMENT. 

(B) CONTRARY TO IMPRESSION IMPLICIT IN REFTEL, 

SIGNING SOMETHING IN WASHINGTON DOES NOT GENERATE 
UNUSUAL PUBLICITY HERE. IT IS TOO DISTANT A LOCALE 

TO DO SO. WHAT BOTH GOE AND WE WANT OUT OF THESE WHEAT 
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DEMONSTRATE TO EGYPTIAN PEOPLE THAT NEW USG-GOE 
RELATIONSHIP BENEFITS EGYPT. THIS IS MOST 
EFFECTIVELY ACHIEVED WHEN THE SIGNING TAKES PLACE IN 
CAIRO, BEFORE LOCAL TV CAMERAS AND PRESS, SO THAT MEDIA 
COVERAGE IS IMMEDIATE AND EXTENSIVE. 
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